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to  its  publication. 


SERMON. 


PSALM  115:   3. 

OUR.     GOD    IS    IN    THE     HEAVENS  j     HE     HATH     DONE    WHATSOEVER     HE     HATH 

PLEASED. 

Trusting  in  their  idols,  the  enemies  of  Israel  were 
triumphing  over  them.  In  derision  they  were  saying, — 
"  Where  is  now  their  God !  "  But  the  pious  Israelites 
were  not  moved.  Though  suffering,  they  could  "  give 
glory  "  unto  the  name  of  the  Lord  for  his  "mercy  and 
his  truth's  sake."  To  the  insulting  inquiry — "  Where  is 
now  their  God  ? "  they  could,  with  peaceful  and  holy 
confidence,  reply,  "  '  Our  God  is  in  the  heavens  ; '  he  is 
where  he  ever  was  and  ever  will  be,  upon  his  glorious 
throne,  high  over  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  world,  and  the 
powers  of  created  nature ;  from  thence  he  observeth  and 
ordereth  all  things  here  below  ;  what  we  suffer  is  by  his 
appointment  and  under  his  providence ;  and,  at  his  good 
time,  he  both  can  and  will  relieve  us  ;  for  '  he  hath  done 
whatsoever  he  pleased.'  " 

The  text  teaches  God's  Supremacy  ; — a  subject  not 
inappropriate  for  us  to  contemplate  upon  the  present  occa- 
sion. I  will,  first,  briefly  explain  and  confirm  the  doctrine 
of  the  divine  supremacy  ; — and  then,  secondly,  show  some 
of  its  practical  bearings. 

I.  I  am  to  explain  and  confirm  the  doctrine  of  the  di- 
vine supremacy.  By  the  supremacy  of  God,  I  understand 
his  purposing  all  things  that  come  to  pass  ;  and  then,  by  his 
agency  or  providence,  actually  bringing  all  things  to  pass 
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in  accordance  with  his  eternal  purpose.  We  cannot  con- 
ceive of  God  as  the  Supreme  Governor  of  the  universe, 
without  looking  at  him  as  "  fore-ordaining  whatsoever 
comes  to  pass,"  and  as  "executing  his  decrees  in  the 
works  of  creation  and  providence ;  "  making  all  things 
"  by  the  word  of  his  power  ;  preserving  and  governing  all 
his  creatures,  ordering  them  and  all  their  actions  "  "  after 
the  counsel  of  his  own  will." 

That  God  does  exercise  this  absolute  supremacy  over 
all  creatures  and  things  is  certainly  the  dictate  of  sound 
reason.  What  is  God's  great  object  in  his  works  of  crea- 
tion and  providence  ?  Most  manifestly  his  own  glory  and 
blessedness.  He  cannot  then  be  indifferent  as  to  what 
creatures  are  made,  or  how  they  are  governed.  He  must 
have  a  choice  or  purpose  in  reference  to  every  creature 
and  to  every  action,  either  that  it  should  be,  or  that  it 
should  not  be,  just  as  he  sees  that  it  will,  or  will  not, 
subserve  his  great  design.  And  his  choice,  as  "  power 
belongeth  unto  God,"  he  must  in  every  instance  gratify; 
his  purpose  he  must  fulfil.  In  other  words,  God  must  be 
the  Great  Supreme  in  his  kingdom,  creating  and  govern- 
ing both  the  material  and  the  moral  universe  in  accord- 
ance with  his  good  pleasure.  So  the  Scriptures  teach. 
"  Thou  art  worthy,  O  Lord,  to  receive  glory,  and  honor 
and  power  ;  for  thou  hast  created  all  things ;  and  for  thy 
pleasure  they  are  and  were  created."  Here  is  God's 
great  end  in  the  creation  and  government  of  the  universe. 
With  a  wise  and  benevolent  regard  to  this  end,  God  has 
chosen  his  plan  of  operation,  not  only  in  its  great  outlines, 
but  in  its  entire  filling  up  ;  and  this  plan  he  is  carrying 
on  to  its  perfect  accomplishment.  Hear  his  own  words ; — 
"  I  am  God,  and  there  is  none  else  ;  I  am  God,  and  there 
is  none  like  me ;  declaring  the  end  from  the  beginning  ; 
even  from  ancient  times  the  things  that  are  not  yet  done  ; 
saying,  My  counsel  shall  stand,  and  I  will  do  all  my 
pleasure.     The  Lord  of  hosts  hath  sworn,  saying,  Surely 


as  I  have  thought,  so  shall  it  come  to  pass ;  and  as  I  have 
purposed,  so  shall  it  stand." 

Such  is  God's  testimony  to  his  own  supremacy.  And 
can  language  be  framed  more  clearly  and  unequivocally 
to  express  his  absolute  control  over  all  his  creatures  and 
over  all  their  actions  ?  The  Psalmist  recognized  and  re- 
joiced in  the  divine  supremacy,  when  he  said, — "  Our 
God  is  in  the  heavens  ;  he  hath  done  whatsoever  he  hath 
pleased."  And  again  when  he  said, — "  Forever,  O  God, 
is  thy  word  settled  in  the  heavens.  The  Lord  is  a  great 
God  above  all  gods  ;  whatsoever  the  Lord  pleased,  that 
did  he  in  heaven,  and  in  the  earth  ;  in  the  seas  and  in  all 
deep  places."  Paul  bears  witness  to  this  truth,  and  to  its 
preciousness,  when  he  testifies  of  God,  that  he  "  worketh 
all  things  after  the  counsel  of  his  own  will ;  " — and  that 
"  of  him,  and  through  him,  and  to  him,  are  all  things ;  to 
whom  be  glory  forever." 

We  cannot,  my  hearers,  under  the  light  of  revelation, 
either  misapprehend  the  nature,  or  doubt  the  fact,  of  the  di- 
vine supremacy.  We  see,  as  in  noon-day  brightness,  our 
God,  seated  upon  the  throne  ; — reigning  in  power,  wis- 
dom, and  goodness  ; — "  fulfilling  all  the  good  pleasure  of 
his  goodness  "  in  all  his  creatures,  and  with  all  his  crea- 
tures, forever  and  ever. 

Having  thus  briefly  explained  the  nature  and  estab- 
lished the  truth  of  God's  absolute  supremacy,  I  proceed 
to  point  out, 

II.  Some  of  the  practical  bearings  of  this  truth.  "  All 
Scripture  is  given  by  inspiration  of  God,  and  is  profitable 
for  instruction,  for  conviction,  for  reformation,  and  for 
education  in  righteousness,  that  the  man  of  God  may  be 
perfect,  thoroughly  furnished  unto  every  good  work." 
No  truth  of  Scripture  is  more  profitable — better  adapted 
to  shed  light  upon  the  mind,  to  convince  of  sin,  to  rectify 
the  heart  and  life,  to  advance  the  Christian  in  holiness, 
and  move  him  to  press  onward  unto  perfection,  than  the 
one  under  consideration. 


While  contemplating  the  divine  supremacy — while 
looking  at  God  as  purposing  all  things  in  wisdom  and 
benevolence  ;  and  as  doing  all  his  "  good  pleasure,"  the 
man  of  God  finds  created  within  himself  a  deep  sense  of 
moral  obligation ;— encouragement  in  working  out  his 
own  salvation  ; — confidence  in  the  success  of  efforts  for  the 
conversion  of  the  world  to  Christ ; — assurance  that  God 
will  in  all  things  be  glorified  ; — and  comfort  in  all  his 
afflictions. 

1.  A  cordial  belief  in  the  divine  supremacy  begets  and 
cherishes  in  the  child  of  God  a  deep  sense  of  moral  obli- 
gation. Is  God  the  Great  Supreme  ?  Man  is  the  creature 
of  his  purpose — the  workmanship  of  his  hand.  He  is 
God's  property.  Body,  soul  and  spirit, — all  the  capacities 
and  activities  of  his  being,  are  the  property  of  his  Maker. 
The  claims  of  God,  therefore,  to  his  obedience  are  perfect 
and  immutable.  Man  is  morally  bound  to  meet  these 
claims  ;  to  be  holy  as  God  is  holy.  This  the  child  of 
God,  realizing  his  supremacy  and  the  creature's  depen- 
dence, feels.  He  feels  that  necessity  is  laid  upon  him  to 
present  himself  a  "  living  sacrifice,  holy  and  acceptable 
unto  God."  The  language  of  his  heart  is, — "As  for  me, 
I  will  serve  the  Lord." 

Again  ; — As  God,  in  the  exercise  of  his  supremacy, 
forms  and  executes  his  plan  of  operation  in  wisdom  and 
goodness,  his  revealed  law,  which  is  a  part  of  this  plan, 
is  "  holy,  just  and  good."  It  is  a  perfect  expression  of 
God's  righteous  claims  ;  of  man's  ability  and  duty. 

No  law  can  exist  in  the  purpose  of  God — no  law  can  be 
published  in  accordance  with  his  purpose — which  is  not 
a  perfect  transcript  of  his  moral  character.  God  knows 
what  law  is  right  in  itself  and  just  in  all  its  bearings  both 
upon  himself  and  upon  his  moral  creatures.  With  such  a 
law  only  can  he  be  pleased.  Such  is  the  law  which  he 
has  given  to  man  as  the  rule  of  his  life.  All  this  the  Chris- 
tian, realizing  his  own  dependence  and  God's  supremacy, 


feels  ;  he  feels  it  deeply  and  permanently.  He  is  himself 
in  the  vale.  God  is  on  the  mount  before  him.  The 
divine  law  is  clothed  with  authority.  The  child  of  God 
hears  the  words  of  this  law  and  says, — "  All  that  the 
Lord  hath  spoken  I  will  do.  Just  and  true  are  thy  ways, 
thou  King  of  saints.  Who  shall  not  fear  thee,  O  Lord, 
and  glorify  thy  name  ?  for  thou  only  art  holy."  Let 
men  believe  that  God  reigns ; — let  them  rejoice  in  his 
supremacy,  and  they  will  "  fear  before  him."  They  will 
"  be  in  his  fear  all  the  day  long."  They  will  "  fear  the 
Lord  and  serve  him  in  truth  with  all  their  heart." 

2.  The  doctrine  of  God's  supremacy  affords  encourage- 
ment to  his  people  in  working  out  their  own  salvation. 

Our  Saviour  hath  said, — "  What  shall  it  profit  a  man, 
if  he  shall  gain  the  whole  world  and  lose  his  own  soul  ? " 
Good  men  value  their  own  souls,  in  some  measure,  as 
Christ  values  them.  They  regard  the  soul  as  a  pearl  of 
great  price,  in  comparison  with  which  all  the  treasures  of 
earth, — all  its  riches,  and  honors,  and  pleasures,  are 
vanity.  Good  men  "  hate  evil ;  "  both  sin  and  suffering. 
They  "  love  that  which  is  good  ;  "  both  holiness  and 
happiness.  Hence,  they  long  after  the  salvation  of  the 
gospel.  It  is  their  heart's  desire,  and  prayer  to  God,  that 
they  may  be  delivered  from  sin  and  condemnation  ; — that 
they  may  be  made  perfect  in  holiness  and  in  happiness 
forever.  There  is  for  them  no  satisfaction,  so  far  as  their 
own  interests  are  concerned,  short  of  seeing  God  as  he  is, 
and  being  like  him. 

For  the  accomplishment  of  this  desire  of  the  soul, 
Christians  plead  with  God,  making  "  intercessions  with 
groanings  that  cannot  be  uttered."  To  gain  this  "end  of 
their  faith"  they  "labor,  striving  against  sin;  resisting 
the  world,  the  flesh,  and  the  devil ;  "  "  forgetting  the 
things  that  are  behind,  and  reaching  forth  unto  the  things 
that  are  before,  they  press  toward  the  mark  for  the  prize 
of  the  high  calling  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus."     And  what 
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encouragement  have  Christians  to  pray  and  labor  thus  for 
the  salvation  of  their  own  souls  ?  They  have  enemies 
numerous  and  powerful  to  contend  with  and  to  conquer, 
before  they  can 

"  Go  and  dwell  with  Him  above," 

Where  no  sin  can  e'er  infest; 
"  Happy  in  a  Saviour's  love  ! 

Ever  blessing,  ever  blest." 

They  have  enemies  within.  These  enemies  may  not 
reign.  Chained  and  crippled  they  may  be  by  the  grace 
of  God.  But  still  they  live,  and  struggle  to  regain  their 
liberty  and  ascendency  in  the  soul.  "  The  flesh  lusteth 
against  the  spirit,  and  the  spirit  against  the  flesh ;  and 
these  are  contrary  the  one  to  the  other." 

Christians  have  enemies  without,  in  the  seducing  influ- 
ences of  the  world  and  the  devices  of  the  devil.  And 
how  are  they  to  gain  the  victory  over  their  spiritual  foes, 
many  and  mighty  as  they  are?  What  hope — what  en- 
couragement have  they  in  this  conflict?  They  have 
already  learned  that  their  own  strength  is  weakness ;  that 
they  can  place  no  confidence  in  an  arm  of  flesh.  On 
what  power,  then,  can  they  rely  to  keep  them  from  fall- 
ing— to  give  them  the  victory  ?  God  "  is  their  help  and 
their  shield."  He  has  purposed — and  this  purpose  he  has 
revealed  in  many  "  exceeding  great  and  precious  prom- 
ises " — that  "  the  righteous  shall  hold  on  his  way  ;  " — 
that  all  things  shall  work  together  for  good  to  them  who 
love  God  ;  " — that  "he  who  hath  begun  a  good  work  in 
them  will  perform  it  unto  the  day  of  Jesus  Christ." 

In  God  the  righteous  trust.  They  see  him  seated  on 
the  throne  in  the  heavens ;  doing  all  his  pleasure  ;  and  in 
his  light  they  see  light.  They  forget  God  and  faint  in 
the  way.  They  forsake  him  and  are  troubled.  But  no 
sooner  do  they  return  unto  the  Lord  with  the  whole 
heart,  saying,  "  Whom  have  we  in  heaven  but  thee  ?  and 


there  is  none  on  the  earth  that  we  desire  besides  thee," 
than  they  are  "  strengthened  with  might  by  his  Spirit  in 
the  inward  man."  Now  they  exclaim, — "  Why  art  thou 
cast  down,  O  my  soul,  and  why  art  thou  disquieted  within 
me  ?  Hope  thou  in  God  ;  for  I  shall  yet  see  him  who  is 
the  health  of  my  countenance,  and  my  God."  Now,  in 
the  "  full  assurance  of  faith  "  and  "  hope,"  they  "  fight 
the  good  fight"  and  "  lay  hold  on  eternal  life." 

3.  The  good  man's  confidence  that  efforts  for  the  con- 
version of  the  world  to  Christ  will  be  successful,  rests 
wholly  on  God's  supremacy. 

Sincerely  and  earnestly  does  the  Christian  desire  to  see 
the  church  of  God  built  up  ; — to  see  converts  unto  right- 
eousness multiplied  and  added  unto  the  Lord  as  the  drops 
of  the  morning.  He  longs  to  have  the  time  come  when 
all  the  world  shall  rejoice  together  in  the  "  light  of  the 
knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God  in  the  face  of  Jesus 
Christ."  Much  as  he  values  his  own  soul,  he  sets  a 
higher  value  upon  the  souls  of  a  lost  world.  Intensely  as 
he  desires  his  own  salvation,  this  sinks  in  his  view  as  a 
thing  of  naught  when  he  looks  at  the  millions  of  his  race 
"  without  God  and  without  hope  in  the  world  ;  "  and  he 
says,  in  the  spirit  of  the  great  apostle,  "  I  say  the  truth  in 
Christ,  I  lie  not,  my  conscience  also  bearing  me  witness 
in  the  Holy  Ghost,  that  I  have  great  heaviness  and  con- 
tinual sorrow  in  my  heart ;  for  I  could  wish  that  myself 
were  accursed  from  Christ  for  my  brethren,  my  kinsmen 
according  to  the  flesh."  With  these  fervent  desires, 
with  this  enlarged  benevolence,  does  the  Christian  pray, 
and  give,  and  make  personal  efforts  for  the  salvation  of 
the  world.  He  does  all  this  with  confidence  that  his  la- 
bor will  not  be  in  vain  in  the  Lord.  On  what  does  this 
confidence  of  the  Christian  rest  ? 

For  near  six  thousand  years  has  the  world  been  "lying 
in  wickedness."  For  more  than  eighteen  hundred  years 
has  "  Christ  crucified  "  been  preached  as  "  the  way,  the 
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truth,  and  the  life,"  and  men  besought  to  become  recon- 
ciled to  God  in  him.  But  the  great  body  of  the  Jews 
are  yet  in  stubborn  unbelief,  rejecting  the  Messiah.  The 
"  False  Prophet "  and  the  "  Man  of  Sin  "  have  each,  at 
this  day,  more  followers  than  Jesus,  God's  anointed  Sav- 
iour ;  while  Paganism  still  covers  with  "  gross  darkness  " 
half  the  world.  Among  nominal  Christians,  but  few 
comparatively  have  anything  more  than  a  "  name  to  live." 
"  Damnable  heresies," — "  strong  delusions," — are  every 
where  rife,  working  "  with  all  deceivableness  of  unright- 
eousness in  them  that  perish."  Yet  has  the  Christian  con- 
fidence that  Judaism,  and  Mohammedanism,  and  Papacy, 
and  Paganism,  and  all  man-made  religions  are  to  be  done 
away ;  and  that  the  religion  of  Jesus  is  to  be  the  religion 
of  the  whole  world  ; — that  this  regeneration  of  the  world 
is  to  be  effected  by  means  of  the  prayers,  and  alms,  and 
efforts  of  God's  people.     Whence  this  confidence  ? 

The  work  of  converting  the  world  is  God's  work. 
Paul  plants  and  Apollos  waters ;  but  "  God  giveth  the 
increase."  He  is  on  "  his  throne  in  the  heavens."  He 
will  accomplish  his  own  purposes  of  mercy.  He  will 
cause  his  word  to  have  "  free  course  and  be  glorified," 
opening  the  hearts  of  men  to  hear,  and  sanctifying  them 
through  his  truth,  until  the  whole  world  shall  be  "  Holi- 
ness unto  the  Lord."  This  is  his  testimony  ; — "  I  have 
spoken  it,  I  will  also  bring  it  to  pass ;  I  have  purposed  it,  I 
will  also  do  it."  Let,  then,  "  the  heathen  rage  and  the  peo- 
ple imagine  a  vain  thing  ;  "  let  "  the  kings  of  the  earth  set 
themselves,  and  the  rulers  take  counsel  together  against 
the  Lord  and  against  his  anointed ;  "  the  Christian, 
weak  as  he  feels  himself  to  be,  powerless  in  themselves, 
as  he  knows  all  human  instrumentalities  are,  can  give, 
and  pray,  and  labor  ;  can  call  upon  others  to  come  up  to 
the  help  of  the  Lord,  confident  of  triumphant  success. 
He  can  say,  assured  that  Jehovah  will  verify  his  words, — 
"  Thy  God,  O  Zion,  reigneth ;  and  all  the  ends  of  the 
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earth  shall  see  the  salvation  of  our  God."     "  Sitting  upon 
a  throne,  high  and  lifted  up," — 

"  The  God  of  truth  will  bring  the  promised  hour; 
His  kingdom  come  with  all-restoring  power." 

4.  From  the  supremacy  of  God,  Christians  derive  as- 
surance that  he  will  be  glorified  ;  that  his  perfections  will 
be  so  manifested  as  to  secure  the  highest  amount  possible 
of  created  good,  and  perfectly  gratify  his  heart  of  infinite 
love. 

Were  there  any  power  above  God,  so  that  he  could  not 
perform  all  his  good  pleasure  ; — could  any  creature  exist, 
or  any  event  take  place  contrary  to  his  will,  then  might 
he  be  disappointed  ;  then  might  all  his  wise  and  benevo- 
lent designs  be  defeated.  God,  in  this  case,  instead  of 
rejoicing  in  all  his  purposes  and  works  with  a  fulness  of 
joy,  must  look  upon  them  with  constant  "  fear,  which 
hath  torment."  But  it  is  not  so.  God  is  on  the  throne. 
In  the  exercise  of  his  absolute  supremacy,  for  his  own 
glory,  he  "  foreordains  whatsoever  comes  to  pass  ;  "  he 
fulfils  all  his  purposes  in  the  works  of  creation,  providence, 
and  grace.  He  has  perfect  knowledge  of  his  own  su- 
premacy ; — of  all  his  benevolent  purposes,  and  of  the  cer- 
tainty of  their  accomplishment.  Knowing  himself  to  be 
11  God  over  all,"  he  must  be  "blessed  forevermore  ;  " — 
infinitely  blessed  in  view  of  his  wise  and  benevolent  pur- 
poses as  they  exist  in  his  own  mind,  and  in  view  of  their 
certain  fulfilment  by  his  all-pervading  and  all-controlling 
Providence. 

As  God  himself  is  "  blessed  forevermore  "  by  knowing, 
and  only  by  knowing,  that  he  "  worketh  all  things  after 
the  counsel  of  his  own  will,"  so  his  people  rejoice  in  the 
assurance  that  all  things  will  be  made  subservient  to  his 
glory  as  they  believe  and  only  as  they  believe  in  his  abso- 
lute supremacy.     Strike  this  truth  from  the  Bible — take 
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away  this  article  of  faith — and  to  the  Christian,  whose 
life  is  bound  up  in  the  glory  of  God,  all  is  darkness.  But 
so  long  as  he  can  read  these  words  of  inspiration,  "  Our 
God  is  in  the  heavens  ;  he  hath  done  whatsoever  he  hath 
pleased,"  he  rejoices  in  the  assurance  that  "  the  glory  of 
the  Lord  shall  endure  forever ;  "  that  "  the  Lord  shall 
rejoice  in  his  works."     Again, 

5.  In  God's  supremacy  his  people  find  comfort  in  all 
their  afflictions.  "  Many  are  the  afflictions  of  the  right- 
eous." They  suffer  as  a  natural  consequence  of  sin. 
They  "  suffer  for  righteousness'  sake  "  from  the  wicked 
of  this  world.  They  suffer  from  the  temptations  and 
bufferings  of  Satan.  They  suffer  from  the  direct  chas- 
tisements of  their  heavenly  Father  as  a  needful  disci- 
pline ; — as  a  rebuke  for  sin ; — as  a  trial  for  their  love, 
and  faith,  and  patience.  In  all  these  afflictions  Christians 
"  suffer  according  to  the  will  of  God."  "  Affliction  cometh 
not  forth  of  the  dust,  neither  doth  trouble  spring  out  of 
the  ground."  It  is  "  the  chastening  of  the  Almighty.'* 
In  thus  dealing  with  his  children,  God  says  to  them,—- 

"  These"  many  "  trials  I  employ, 

From  self  and  pride  to  set  thee  free  ; 
And  break  thy  schemes  of  earthly  joy, 
That  thou  may'st  seek  thy  all  in  me." 

In  all  their  trials  Christians  recognize  the  hand  and  coun- 
sel of  God,  and  are  comforted.  Can  they  distinctly  trace 
their  sufferings  to  their  own  neglect  of  duty — their  own 
violations  of  God's  law  ?  "  Wherefore,"  they  say,  "  doth 
a  living  man  complain,  a  man  for  the  punishment  of  his 
sins  ?  Let  us  search  and  try  our  ways,  and  turn  again 
unto  the  Lord.  Let  us  lift  up  our  heart  with  our  hands 
unto  God  in  the  heavens." 

Are  they  suffering  from  the  unkindness,  the  injustice, 
the  selfishness,  of  their  fellow-creatures  ?  They  look  upon 
those  who  are  doing  them  injury  as  instruments  in  God's 
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hand.  And  while  they  pray — "  O  Lord,  deliver  my  soul 
from  the  wicked,  which  is  thy  sword,  from  men  which 
are  thy  hand,"  they  quietly  commit  both  themselves  and 
those  from  whom  they  are  suffering  unto  "  him  who 
judgeth  righteously,"  and  who  has  said,  "  Vengeance 
belongeth  unto  me ;  I  will  repay."  Are  they  visited 
with  disease  and  pain  in  their' own  persons?  has  sickness 
prostrated,  or  death  bereaved  them  of  some  dear  friend  ? 
and  are  the  reasons  hidden  from  them  why  God  is  thus 
dealing  with  them  ?  Still  do  they  "  trust  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord,  and  stay  upon  their  God."  They  say,  "  It  is 
the  Lord  ;  let  him  do  what  seemeth  him  good."  "  The 
will  of  the  Lord  be  done."  "  The  Lord  gave  and  the 
Lord  hath  taken  away  ;  blessed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord." 
Thus  trusting  in  the  Lord  and  submitting  themselves  to 
his  will  as  the  Great  Supreme,  his  people  find  all  needful 
support.  "  Their  consolation  also  aboundeth  by  Christ," 
so  that  they  sing,  "  Blessed  be  God,  even  the  Father  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  Father  of  mercies,  and  God  of 
all  comfort,  who  comforteth  us  in  all  our  afflictions." 
This  is  the  comfort  wherewith  God  comforteth  his  own 
people. 

"  'Tis  the  solemn  feast  of  feeling  ;— 
'Tis  the  sabbath  of  the  mind," 

under  the  influence  of  which  are  wrought  out  the  "  peace- 
able fruits  of  righteousness  "  and  an  "exceeding  and  eter- 
nal weight  of  glory." 

"The  Lord  reigneth  ;  let"  his  "  people  rejoice."  Let 
them  feel  and  fulfil  their  obligations  to  him  as  King  in 
Zion.  Let  them  be  encouraged  to  "work  out "  their  own 
"  salvation  with  fear  and  trembling,"  remembering  that 
"  it  is  God  who  worketh  in  "  them  "  both  to  will  and  to 
do  of  his  good  pleasure."  Let  them,  with  confidence  of 
success,  labor  for  the  conversion  of  the  world  to  Christ  ; 
for  "Every  valley  shall  be  filled,  and  every  mountain 
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and  hill  shall  be  brought  low  ;  and  the  crooked  shall  be 
made  straight,  and  the  rough  ways  shall  be  made  smooth ; 
and  all  flesh  shall  see  the  salvation  of  God."  Let  them 
"  rejoice  in  the  Lord  always,"  assured  that  he  will  glorify 
himself  by  performing  all  the  "  good  pleasure  of  his  good- 
ness." Let  them  be  comforted  in  all  their  afflictions  ;  for 
"  whom  the  Lord  loveth  he  chasteneth,  and  scourgeth 
every  son  whom  he  receiveth." 

But  I  must  close  with  a  few  words  more  directly  sug- 
gested by  the  occasion  which  has  convened  us  to-day  in 
this  house  of  God.  In  the  life  and  death  of  Miss  Mehet- 
able  Torrey,  we  have  both  proof  and  illustration  of  the 
divine  supremacy.  We  see  most  clearly,  that,  while 
"  the  heart  of  man  deviseth  his  way,  the  Lord  directeth 
his  steps;" — that  he  "fixes  the  bounds  of  our  habita- 
tions," and  that  the  "number  of  our  months  are  with 
him." 

God  was  the  former  of  her  body,  and  breathed  into  her 
the  breath  of  life.  He  watched  over  her,  and  preserved 
her  through  infancy,  and  childhood,  and  until  the  woman 
was  fully  developed.  Possessed  of  symmetry  and  beauty 
of  form,  with  intelligence  and  kindness  beaming  from  her 
countenance,  with  purity  of  morals  and  reverence  for  the 
truths  of  religion,  though  without  an  experimental  know- 
ledge of  God,  she  won  the  affection  of  that  good  man — 
that  faithful  minister  of  Christ,  whose  funeral  solemni- 
ties were  so  recently  attended  in  this  place.* 

His  love  was  reciprocated,  and  they  were  affianced  to 
each  other.  This  was  a  bright  morning  and  full  of  prom- 
ise to  the  loving  and  beloved  maiden.  But  suddenly  was 
this  bright  morning  overshadowed  with  dark  clouds.  On 
the  very  eve  of  her  anticipated  marriage,  God  visited  her 
with  sickness  from  which  she  never  recovered.     All  her 

*  Rev.  Daniel  Thomas,  whose  funeral  occurred  Jan.  8th,  1847. 
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fond  hopes  for  this  world  were  blasted,  all  her  bright 
visions  overcast  with  gloom.  Instead  of  the  joys  of 
health  and  of  connubial  life,  were  the  protracted  and,  at 
times,  severe  sufferings  of  the  bed  of  sickness.  For 
thirty-seven  years  could  she  say, — "  Wearisome  nights 
are  appointed  unto  me  ;  I  am  made  to  possess  months  of 
vanity.  My  life  is  spent  with  grief,  and  my  years  with 
sighing." 

Yet  she  lived  through  sickness  and  suffering.  She 
lived,  though  repeatedly  brought  low,  and  lying  even  for 
months  apparently  on  the  borders  of  the  grave.  She 
lived  to  draw  forth  the  sympathies  and  show  the  strength 
of  sisterly  affection.  She  lived  to  try  her  affianced  part- 
ner ;  to  test  the  purity,  the  constancy,  the  self-denying 
devotedness  of  true  love.  She  lived — for  God  lengthened 
out  her  life — till  "  lover  and  friend  "  was  taken  from  her  ; 
and  then  the  time  of  her  own  departure  came.  We  see 
in  all  these  dealings  of  God  with  the  dead,  and  with  the 
living  with  whom  she  was  connected,  his  supremacy — 
his  holy  and  adorable  sovereignty.  "  Our  God  is  in  the 
heavens  ;  he  hath  done  whatsoever  he  hath  pleased." 

To  all  the  mourning  relatives, — to  the  sisters  of  the  de- 
ceased,— and  especially  to  the  two  who  resided  with  and 
watched  over  her  while  living,  with  so  much  patience 
and  kindness,  we  tender  our  Christian  sympathy. 

Now  that  your  friend  and  sister  is  gone,  having  so  soon 
followed  into  the  unseen  world  him,  who  was  to  you  not 
.  only  a  spiritual  guide,  but  a  brother  and  a  father,  recall  to 
your  mind  his  instructions  and  example.  Remember  the 
source  of  his  support  and  joy  under  all  his  labors  and 
trials,  and  let  your  hearts  be  comforted  in  the  thought, 
that  "  the  Lord  God  omnipotent  reigneth."  Though 
your  departed  friend  and  sister  has  not  left  all  the  evi- 
dence you  might  desire  of  a  living  union  with  Christ,  yet 
you  do  not  mourn  for  her  as  those  without  hope.  The 
patience  she  manifested  during  all  the  long  years  of  her 
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sickness,  and  especially  her  appearance  near  the  close  of 
life,  inspire  the  hope  that  the  many  fervent  prayers  offered 
to  God  in  her  behalf  were  heard  ;  that  she  was  made, 
through  grace,  a  subject  of  that  "  godly  sorrow  "  which 
"  worketh  repentance  unto  salvation  never  to  be  repented 
of."  Bless  God  that  you  may  thus  hope.  Trust  in  his 
goodness  and  mercy,  and  "  give  all  diligence  to  make  your 
own  calling  and  election  sure." 

"  The  Lord  bless  you  and  keep  you  ;  the  Lord  make 
his  face  to  shine  upon  you,  and  be  gracious  unto  you ;  the 
Lord  lift  up  his  countenance  upon  you,  and  give  you 
peace." 

Let  all  here  present  give  God  the  throne.  In  faith,  in 
feeling,  in  practice,  acknowledge  his  supremacy.  Then 
will  you  glorify  him  "  in  your  body  and  in  your  spirit 
which  are  "  his.  Then  will  you  finish  your  course  with 
joy.  In  heaven,  as  you  sing  with  the  redeemed, — "  Bless- 
ing, and  honor,  and  glory,  and  power,  unto  Him  that 
sitteth  upon  the  throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb,"  you  will, 
as  kings  and  as  priests  unto  God,  reign  with  him  forever 
and  ever. 


